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Good afternoon, Chairperson Lewis-George and Members of the Committee on Facilities 

and Family Services. My name is Mikeisha Blackman and I am a resident of Ward 1 and 

the adoptive mother to my severely disabled 4 year old daughter.  

My daughter was diagnosed with autism when she was 2 years old. Today, she requires a 

lot of undivided attention and supervision. She cannot talk on her own; she uses an 

electronic device to communicate verbally. Although she is mobile, she still requires the 

specialized help of an occupational therapist, a physical therapist, a communication 

specialist and a feeding specialist. Because my daughter requires around the clock care, 

and I am the one who provides it, I cannot have a job. My only source of income is my 

daughter’s SSI benefits of $841 per month. Although I have a housing voucher to help 

provide stable housing, I still struggle with all the other expenses it requires to raise a 

disabled daughter, as well as keep myself well and healthy so that I can continue to be her 

primary caretaker.  

In August 2022, with the help of DC KinCare Alliance, I applied for the Close Relative 

Caregiver Program and was approved on September 30, 2022. I am eligible for the 

subsidy because I took her into my care when she was a baby after her parents abandoned 

her, and then later adopted her.  However, because CFSA subtracts my daughter’s SSI 

benefits from the CRCP benefit, I found out that I would get nothing in CRCP benefits 
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for her.  Not only is this so disappointing, but the way CFSA dealt with my situation 

made it even worse. 

First, the CFSA worker Mr. Younger told me that I was approved but would get only $30 

a month because of the SSI deduction, and that they would call me when my EBT card 

arrived.  I followed up with Mr. Younger in October and November and was told that 

they were still waiting for my card to come in.  Finally, on December 5, DC KinCare 

Alliance reached out on my behalf to find out what was happening.  Mr. Howard told her 

that I was actually not going to get a card or any subsidy because the amount after 

subtraction of SSI was actually zero, not $30 a month and that I would have to wait until 

Abby turns 12 to receive any subsidy because that is when the daily rate goes up. I 

couldn’t believe it!  I was led to believe for months that I would finally receive some 

financial help (even though it wasn’t a lot), only to be let down again.  

I think that the CRCP is an important program that supports relative caregivers who are 

raising children who are not their own, like me. But the benefits need to be calculated 

more fairly. Specifically, a child’s SSI benefits should NOT be deducted from the 

subsidy, especially when the caregiver cannot get a job due to the intensive care required 

by the child’s disabilities. A woman and her severely disabled daughter should not be 

expected to live off of just the SSI benefit when other moneys are available to help.  And 

she should not be strung along for months on a false promise of help. 

Today I ask the Council to change the law so that SSI benefits are not deducted from the 

CRCP benefit amount. It makes no sense that I was approved for a benefit but then get no 
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money! With the current law, children with disabilities are getting less CRCP benefits 

than children who don’t have disabilities. My daughter matters just as much as any other 

child.  

Thank you for listening to my story. 

 


